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PRESIDENT* ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, 



The knell has tolled! The quiet village of Bethany has sat 
down in sack cloth ; and a million monm, around our land, in 
sad sympathy : for a great man hath fallen in Israel! True, since 
then tiie bare forests and the blackened hills have been clad in 
green; the sun has photographed his Taried hues on the maiden 
cheek of the fair corolla; the beauty of the bloom has begun to 
redden into fruitfulness ; the harvester is watching the golden 
bronze as it creeps o'er the green of the gladdened fields, and soon 
you'll hear his merry song as the yellow ranks fall before his victo- 
rious scythe. The storm must lull, and the leaden wave of grief 
must mingle with the purer water of joyous life. The sorrows of 
to-day must yield to the alleviating power of the scenes of to- 
morrow, and the mingled emotions which crest every wave of the 
tide of life. The shock that thrilled the social heart when Alex" 
ander Campbell died, has subsided; and gentle grief and sad re- 
membrances have fiUed the bosoms lately convulsed. The green 
sod arching the narrow abode of hii| ^manly form, speaks the 
freshness of the perennial life, in a fairer clime. Like the bow of 
God, 

"it sweetly bent over the gloom, • 

Like love o'er a death-couch or hope o'er the tomb." * 

How beneficent the law that the cJoudy sorrows of the night 
should melt into the light of life, and the winter of our woe 
brighten into the tranquil joy of vernal bloom! 

~The pulpit and the press have spoken one tone of admiration 
for the recent Kving, and of sorrow and respect for the more re- 
cent dead. Even the growlings of discontent, abashed, have 
hushed into silence. Friend and foe have spoken, but the child 
of Mr. Campbell's manhood, the pride of his life and the hope 
of his old age — Bethany College — ^is yet to speak, and to-day is 
speaking. What more worthy this institution than a fitting rec- 
ognition of the life, character and services of its founder, and for 

* The poe t Campbell. 
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4 ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 

a quarter century its President and patron, and whose blood and 
bones might be said to be bnilt in its walls? It is not probable 
that a superb mausoleum will ever raise its proud form over his 
clay-built house, or that a holy Mecca will tell weary pilgrims 
where he was buried. Bather let this splendid pile, with its orielg 
and its towering spire, be visited as one of the scenes of his more 
recent labors in lite^i^ure and religion. I7et every good student 
be his epistle, written in his immortalized heart, known and read 
of all men who can appreciate sound learning and religious train-> 
ing ; for he wrought not in marble, nor did he care to have the 
marble work for him; for he wished every young man of the col- 
lege and every hearer of his public preachings and private dis- 
eoursings, ^* manifestly declared to be the epistles of Christ, min- 
istered by him, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
Uving Grod» not in tables of stone, but in fiesMy taldes of the 
heart."* 

Genius has the historic honor ^of originating what is perma- 
nent. The pyramids of Gizeh and Cheops, the ruins of the Car- 
nac and Luxor, of Babylon and Nineveh, of PersepoUs and Pal- 
myra, of Greece and Borne, whether statiiaxy, architecture or road 
wayai, all stsaid in the estimation of historians and of the literary 
world, upon the sole foundation of Genius. Which do you prefer 
to contemplate, Be^cted Auditors, the bust of I>emosiiienes 
or his orations? Cicero in marble or Cicero in his matchless Latin ? 
the broad-fronted Plato in sculpture or in broad and deep-flowing 
thoughts and mellifluent Greek? Much honor to Phidias, Al- 
eamenes^ Myron, and Praxitiles; but more to those who wrought 
upon thooghis and thinkers; the highest honor to those who have 
winge^ the fancy, balanioed the imagination, and cultured and in- 
vigorated the reason ; and double superlative gratitude to him 
who has guided erring feet to the high places of God, and has 
plumed weak faith, like the king of bii-ds, to 'dash through the 
cloudy pavilion of the Father of Lights, and fold its pinions in 
adoration among cherubs and seraphs, while gazing upon the 
beatiflc vision ! 

The venerable President of this institution wrought in the 
quarry of .mind, for, in this marble, he saw men — men of whom 
are made poets, orators, historians, editors, critics, teachers, har- 
bingers of Christ in lands where there iis no light and pastor- 
preachers who shall imitate the good Shepherd — the Shepherd 
and feishop of our souls. In the rough rock of stormy emotion, 
perverted affections, undeveloped intellect and almost indistin- 

* 2 Cor. iii. a. 
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gtiishabie spiritual nature, his penetrating glance could discorer 
Jewels to be cut and set and chased, such as Jehovah said, in 
Malachi, should be his, when he '^znade up his special treasure. '* 

** Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 

The dark, unfathom'd cayes of ocean bear; 
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air. 

dome mute, inglorious Milton, here may rest — 
Some Cromwell, guiltless of his country's blood." 

£duoated mind rules the world, and is to more fuHy rule it> 
hereafter. To guide the mind, therefore, by the laws of philos> 
ophy and religion, is to rule the ruler— to conquer the conqueror. 
And, it adds not a little to the value of this viotozy, to know, that 
the mind has a Rouble immortality: — ^it lives in itoelf and lives in 
its works. What see you in the sphyiix, the pyramid and the 
C^clopian colonnades of the Nile, where a bunch of moss or a 
sprig of ivy cannot live, but sempervirent mind? What see 
you in the winged lions and fresh paintings, recently exhumed 
from the ruins of the imperial cities of Hhe Euphrates, but im- 
mortal mind? What reads the student in Greek and Latin, but 
Aristotle and Plato, Osesar and Cicero? They being dead, yet 
-speak to the educated ear, but Eq^eak not so sweetly and effective- 
ly as the shepherd king and sweet singer of Israel, and the all- 
mind-apostle of the Gentiles. Faith outspeaks philosophy, and 
its voice is heard more widely and longer. I love art. Did I 
consider it lawful, and did occasion offer, I could spend hours 
daily among breathiug marbles and speaking canvass; but I love 
the works of God with greater ardor. If I find in my path a 
beauty which neither Solomon nor his Egyptian spouse, in all 
their glory could rival, I know that my Father iu heaven has so 
clothed, in more than royal robes, sun-dyed and crowned with 
diamond dew, this fragile plant, that my eye, as well as hiS) 
should admire it; if he have covered *' the wings of <die dove with 
silver and her feathers with yellow gold," my eye joins my 
ear, when I am charmed with her coo of love to her beloved 
mate ; if he have trairacended inanimate and animate nature in 
the bud and flower of lovely woman, adding sentiment to beauty 
and life ; if he have placed in this casket of associated beauties 
and values the germ-gem of immortal spirit, on which your cul- 
ture is never lost, shall I not say with the Great Teacher, "Ye 
are of more value than many sparrows." Everything but the 
spirit of man has its price. Its value could oxdy be written in 



I* 
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hiood, and me^snreid hj |he divimfy. When God ooald sweasf by 
no greater, he swarc by himself ; and when be could give no leas, 
he gave himself , for the redemption of the sonl, **ft>r it is pre- 
cious:" the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have beheld his glory as the glory of the only-begotten of the 
Father, and he it is whom the Divine love offers on the altar of 
human redemption. Thanks be to God for the unspeakable gift! 

Our departed friend had an eye for every beauty, a mind for 
any business, and an imagination for every sublimity. He could 
have won laurels upon any field; but, while he traversed all the arch 
of time abutting on two eternities^ the religious, not the secular, 
the spiritoal vaiher ihmi the material, were the chosen theaters of 
his genius. His irrepressible generalization grasped the whole 
idea 'of spirit: — God, essential and central spirit, and every na- 
ture in which he has breathed the breath of lives. Tracing ev- 
eiy line of beneficence from this spirit center to circumference, and 
every return fine of obligation from the periphery of being back* 
to the radiating and attracting Spirit, his soul left the earth for 
higher realms. But understand me. I am not painting an en- 
thusiastic rechise, an inmate of San Saba, nor a mystic of any 
school. The mind we contemplate, knew well the mountain was 
an aggregation of atoms, and therefore he studied the atom.— - 
There have been few more aceurate observers or close defiiiefs.-^ * 
It waft not that he could noi, but that' he would not, make a spo- 
eialty of the earthly ; but laying^ a manly grasp on everything he- 
contemplated, as a creature in the jMresence of the Creator, or as 
a subject before the Lord ctf all, he subordinated matter to mind, 
earth to heaven . Nor were thes^ contemplations in the uncertain 
light of tradition or fancy ; they were the direct impressions 
made upon his mind by ** the Written voice of God." Well do T 
remember hi& remark to me as we were being ferried across the 
Ohio, at Cincinnati, in a skiff , in 1826 — "I have but one object 
ill this world, and that is, to know and enjoy the meaning of that 
book," pointi^to a Testament. The writer or- writers of Ps. 
cxix, could not have possessed a, more superlative love for the 
Word of God. 

But whence came this reverence for the Bible. The answer is 
found in one of Solomon's aphorisms, " Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old, he wiU not depart from it." 
Alexander Cami)bell had an eminently Christian father and mo- 
ther. He was nw-de acquainted with €fcod with his earliest knowl- 
edge of Ifinguage, and learned to love him when he first learned 
to Uwe, He might have appropriated the words of SoJemon, and 
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said : ''For I was my father'^. Bon, tender and only beloved in 
the flight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto met, 
Let thy heart retain my words: keep my coxmnandments, and 
live. Get wisdom, get understanding; forget it hot; neither de-' 
cline from the wprdjsf of my mouth. Forsake her not» and she 
shall preserve thee; love her« and she shall keep thea Wisdom 
is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy 
getting get omderstanding. .. 'ExsXi her, and she shall promoted 
thee; she shall bring thee to honor, when thou dost embraee her. 
She shall give to thy head an ornament iof grace: a crown of gloiy 
shall she deliver to thee." * 

Thomas Campbell, the father of President Oam^^bell, was one 
of the njiost remarkable men of the class which overlapped the 
last and the present centuries. He was pre-eminenUy a good 
nuoi, a learned Presbyterian divine, and a preacher of views out- 
growing th^ limits of hid creed and party. He was head and 
shoulders above those who preceded him in efforts to reform Po* 
pery and Protestantism. There was no enthusiasm:, not to name 
fanaticism, in his plan or in his opertUions. Indeed, union of 
Chnstians, rather than reformation of sects, seemed to be the^pur-^ 
pose of his * 'declaration and address,*' issued in 1309, in Wash- 
ington CO., Pa, Luther, in Uie 16th century, contended for the 
Bible against the Pope behind battalions and princes, but Thom- 
as Campbell, kindly as a spring morning and as radiant with divine 
light, fraternally approached Christendom with a flag of truce^ 
resting on the aU-mighty arm. Knowing little more than hid 
better informed contemporaries, except this, that the union of 
Christians is the crowning moral miracle which is to .convert 
the world, with no other support than faith in our common hu- 
manity and our common Father in heaven, he issued his propo- 
sals for this gigantic enterprise of the composing of all differen- 
ces, and the Union of Christians, especially the better-informed 
and more pious, on the Word of God. . 

September 12th, 1788, his son Alexander, the subject of this 
eulogium, was bom in County Antrim, Ireland, f and became the 
peculiar charge and treasure of this man of God and devoted pas- 
tor. Circumstances throwing son and father together until the 

♦ Prov. iv. 3-9. - 
t There is some ducrepancj in the stabements concemiog Mr. C.s age. I 
find in his diary, written Dec. 31st, 1808, these words, applied to himself : 
'* being "born 12th Sept., 1788." This agrees with the comparison of our ages 
when we first met^ and afterwards. Shis «omparison fixed the year indelibly 
In my mind. 
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former e&iered the University of Gliasgow, the whole soul of the 
latter seemed to be absorbed in the literary and religious educa- 
Ikm of the future reformer. Not a waking moment was permit- 
ted to be wasted. The memory, reason, and the heart, were sev- 
erally and severely, taxed by a guiding mind, which seemed to 
hare prophetic expectations of an abundant harvest from this 
plentiful seeding of truth. To ensure a competent knowledge of 
the copious language consecrated to the gospel, two Greek gram- 
mAEB, one in a dead tongue, were committed to memory, and 
abundant lore of English, French, Latin and Greek prose and 
poetry were stored away in the same spacious thesaurus for fu- 
ture use, apples of gold in baskets of silver. Scott's huge Ck>m- 
mentary, and similar works, were read through; but the crowning 
glory of his youth was, that like Timothy, he was the depository 
of unfeigned faith, ancestral and pure, because derived from the 
truest source; for from a child he had known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make wise unto salvation, through faith 
that is in Christ Jesus. To quote from my Baltimore *' Memo- 
rial Discourse," * " As Hamilcar Barca swore the child Hannibal 
at the altar to a life-long enmity to Bome, and made the name of 
his god Baal part of his son's name, so Thomas Campbell trained 
Alexander to a perpetual war against the -p&pol and all other cor- 
ruptions of the Word." 

The father was a remarkable teacher, and was himself a model 
of propriety and devotion; a living exemplification of his doc- 
trine. In Ireland he had large pecuniary inducements laid be- 
fore him by a nobleman, but he declined the situation for fear 
his children would be corrupted by the vices of society. He 
wished to train them for usefulness and heaven. His connection 
with European society polished his naive and gentle carriage into 
courtly manners, much of which was instinctively imbibed and 
continued through life by his son, contributing, with a fine phy- 
sique, to that commanding address, which friend and foe ac- 
knowledged till the day of his death. What if the necessity of 
bringing the family from Europe to meet the father, now settled 
in Western Pennsylvania, compelled him to sacrifice University 
honors? Did. not Isaac Taylor, the great author, confess the 
same defect, when upon the credit of his anonymous works, 
('The Natural History of Enthusiasm," etc., he was called out of 
his conciBolment by the offer of the chair of Intellectual Philoso- 



* This Memorial Dirconrse, designed for Baltimore, was written, deliFered, 
and isaued firom the pres9, in less than a week, and therefore has defects and errors. 
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plij m the University of Edinburg? Mr. CampbeH's authori^ilp 
is his diploma. 

Thomas Campbell's '^Declaration and Address," and his "Pro- 
fl^)ectas of a religious reformation," were the outgrowth of his 
enlarged benevolence and devout veneration for the Word of 
Gt)d, rather tiian a comprehensive knowledge of the structure of 
the kingdbm of Christ. Having been a mediator between parties 
in his own church in the Emerald Isle, the fresh air and magnifi- 
cent proportions of the "Western Continent, and the liberal tone 
of its institutions, furnished him the occasion of this spiritual 
expansion. The arrival of Alexander in Pennsylvania as the 
'•Declaration and Address" were passing through the press, was 
most providential. Nothing could have so impressed the mind 
of such a son with the importance of Christian union upon Chris- 
tian principles, as this action of such a father. There were 
many and imposing involutions of Providence before the father 
Jacob embraced his beloved Joseph, escaped from a great catas- 
trophe, still true to his early training, at the head of a mighty 
empire. **A wise son makes a glad father," said Solomon more 
than once ; and the eventful bk^aphies of Joseph in Egypt and 
Alexander Campbell in America, fully illustrated it. The closing 
scenes of both the fathers were gilded by the greater earthly 
grandeur of their more highly favored sons ; and Thomas Camp- 
bell could have joined the happy patriarch in his blessing the 
^n on whom his mantle fell : '' He is a fruitful bough by a well 
whose daughters * run over the wall ; the archers have sorely 
grieved him and shot at him and hated him ; but his bow abode 
in strength, and the arms of his hand were made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob." But in both instances, as 
it regard^ intellectual power and position, the greater is blessed 
by the less. The patriarchal Jacob and the patriarchal Camp- 
bell, both rejoiced in the fact. Thomas Campbell, who launched 
the mind of his son in the right direction, soon fell in his wake, 
and followed, the remainder of his days. As a counterpart to these 
remarks, indicating the regard of the elder for the younger, I am 
permitted to extract from a letter addressed to a citizen of Balti- 
more, Jan. 24, '54, a paragraph revealing the estimate which the 
son placed upon the father, then recently deceased: "Yes, he 
h^ been introduced to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and to all the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; of which I have no more reason 
to doubt, than I have that he has vacated the family and the 

*Hob. 
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oihiuch at Bethany. I never knew a man in ail my acquaintance 
with men, of whom it could have been said with more assurance 
that 'he walked with Qod.' Such was the even tenor of his patS, 
not for a few years, but to a period as far back as my memory 
reaches ; and that is on the other side of half a century!*' 

Prior to this change in the leadership, some important events 
had taken place. Upon entering into his father's views, Mr. 
Campbell commenced a course of evangelical training for the 
ministry, imder his father's supervision. He told me that during 
pleasant weather, he took his books under a wide spreading tree 
—a Platonic «tKainnia — and wore a well-defined path in the green 
sward, by his peripatetic and healthful method of study, much 
to the wonderment of the witnesses of this daily procedure. — 
Two congregations having been collected by the senior Campbell 
on the western border of Pennsylvania, the younger delivered his 
first discourse to one of them in the month of May, 1810, from 
Matt. viL 24-27 : ^' Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him to a wise man which built 
his house upon a rock: and the rains descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
a foolish man, which built his house upon- the sand : and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house; ajid it fell: and great was the fall of it." 

This sermon indicated, with great distinctness, the mental di- 
rection and purposes of the young speaker. It was held in such 
high estimation by the church, that he received a call to the min- 
• istry from them on the spot. By the course of ** the wise man " 
of his text, he marked out the programme of his whole life. No 
man ever strove more persistently to found upon the rock. 

About a year after the delivery of his first discourse, March 
12th, 1811, the subject of this address was married to Miss Mar- 
garet Brown, a true "help meet for him." My memories of her 
are pleasant and fresh. Her parting address to her five daugh- 
ters, preserved in the Christian Baptist, is thought to fairly rep- 
resent this model mother. Alas, she lives now on earth only in 
her grand-children I 

It turned out, as the younger CampbeU had predicted when he- 
corrected the proof-sheets of his father's declaration of principles in 
1809, that that Declaration contained the germs of a broader refor- 
mation than the writer then contemplated. He could not repress the 
conviction that the rejection of every religious practice untaught 
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la word or nnsanetioaed by approved precedent, mast exclude all 
tite ceremonials called baptism, but the immersion of believers. 
His father was slow '^to unchurch himself,^' as he expressed it.^ 
The two congregations already established, had at an early pe*' 
xiod, passed the laver unconstitutionally, and found, by ^e light 
of the Spirit«>1<ypifying goldm lamps, the talde furnished with the 
*< continual bread," and the weekly communion had been adopt* 
ed. Every step taken, made the necessity of. confining dinroh 
membership to believers more apparent, and the substitution of 
immersion for affusion, followed in the wake. The younger 
Campbell, now become a popular preacher and a more independ- 
ent thinker, less tranungled by precedents, declared his intention 
to immediately sever his connection with the pedobaptist world, 
by being buried with Christ in immersion. This quickened the 
discussion of the family, and led to the union of father, mother^ 
wife and sister, and other persons, with him, in this act of fealty 
to Christ, on June 2nd, 1812. The indifference of a large number 
of godly people to pos|^B institutions, even after full conviction 
of their propriety, was stnkingly illustrated on this odbasion ; but 
the Bubicon once passed, no one was more decided than Thomas 
Campbell; having founded upon the rock, he was firm. Al* 
though he had not the poetical genius of his classmate and name- 
sake, he was possessed of a generous enthusiasm and enlightened 
zeaL When with Walter Scott in 1827, his soul drank in the 
joys of the gospel practically exemplified. In 1833 I met him in 
Eastern Virginia, on horseback. He informed me that he had 
preached at 11 a.'m., and after affectionate greetings, hurriedly 
observed, ''Thoug^ it is painful, we must part, for I must com- 
plete my forty miles to-day, and preach to-nig^t. " He must have 
been at that time seventy years of age ! 

A Eulogy cannot be a history. I must therefore pass l^ with- 
out notice, many important events which will appear in the mc»re 
permanent page, and hastily glance at a few which serve as a foil 
to the chief figure of our picture. The organization of six 
ohurohes, not upon a closed Bible, but upon the principles con- 
tained in the Bible and left there ; * the union with the Bedstone 
Baptist Association ; the transference of their membership to the 
.Mahoning Association, to prevent a useless and interminable 
skuggle with unscrupulous men ;^the suspension of the eooiesi- 
astioal functions of this latter body and the gradual substituttoa 



*TheadTocat«8of oreeda oontODd that they tak* their artioles Mt of . the 
Bible;— tbat la their mistake^why did they not leiive th#m ther^? 
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of the lovely annnal county n&eeting9 which hare grown ont of 
it ; th6 resulting overflowing of the Western Beserve with jojooa 
converts and flourishing churches, all interesting enough lor a 
volume, must be left to other hands. 

Though the struggle was for the re-introduction of primitive 
Christianity, Mr. Campbell, the younger, was now considered the 
champion of a new cause, and he went far and near, attracting 
immense concourses of admiring, and frequently of gainsaying 
hearers, stating the following proposition as fundamental in all 
efforts to keep the unity of the G^irit in the bonds <^ peace, viz : 

^ Nothing ought to be received into the faith or w(»rship of the 
church, or be made a term of Communion among Christians, 
thJEit is not as old as the New Testament. Nor ought anything to 
be admitted as of Divine obligation in the -church constitution or 
management, save what is enjoihed by the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and hiis Apostles upon the New Testament church, 
either in express terms or by approved ^e cedent." 

The subjoined extract followed as ^K^itimate corollary from 
the foregoing : 

*' Christian union can resvU from nolhing short of ^ destruction 
of creeds and confessions of faith, inasmuch as human. creeds and 
ooj^essions have destroyed Christian Union," That ^'wJienever ths 
setting aside of creeds arid confessions shaU be aUempted^ Christians 
vnUgive to the world and to the angels, and to themselves, proof tha^ 
they do believe the word </ God" 

The establishment of the popular Buffalo Academy in 1S19; the 
debate with Mr. Walker in 1820 aud the one with Mr. McCaUa in 
1823— both Presbyterian ministers— on the subject of baptism, 
served to intensify his studies and enlarge the area of his reputa* 
tion. The work was accumulating on his hands, and in x>er8onal 
presence he was unable to perform it. The employment of the 
press became a necessity. The Baptists, generally, were lit- 
vorably, smd the Pedobaptists unfavorably aroused^ and all over 
the West inquiry w&s being excited. August 3rd, 1823, he issued 
YoL 1 No. 1 of the Christian Baptist. The name was intended 
to intimate that Christianity professed and obeyed in immersion, 
was to be the burden of its pages. The ground plan and dleva-^ 
tion and most of the speeiflcations . of his life work, were found 
in the seven annual volumes (now published in one super royal 
octavo) of this monthly. Por clearness and comprehensiveness, 
though it had many faults, and was the most controversial, tiiis 
was the best of Mr. Campbell's publications He felt his power, 
and the impenetrability of his Scripture armor. All men com- 
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p^eQii to poise a k&oe, weare ireefy mnted into its arena, asid 
tbey came from eve(cy qusixter, Baptists and Pedobaptists, Ck)&- 
gregationals and Episcopals, Oalyinists and Armimans, Skep- 
ties and Infidels. How they f e& arotind him, the readers of that 
work know fall welL No periodical has created so profound a 
sensation in modem times* At the expiration of seven years, it 
was i^erged in the new^ more ornate, more difEnse and laxger 
Milleimial Harbinger. Mr. Campbell issued forty annual vol- 
umes of these two works, and while our attention is directed to 
his publications, I may add, he issued more than a dozen other 
volumes : The Christian Hymn Book in several editions with ext- 
largements«; the New Translation of the New Testament, first a 
reprint of €^ Campbell, Doddridge and McKnight, but after- 
wards upon the' basis of the emended Text, thoroughly revised 
with critical notes — so that it became eminently his own — ^and 
one of the best translations issued ^m the American press ; his 
translation of Acts of Apostles for the Bible Union ; Infidelity 
confuted by Infidels; The Christian System, 'which passed 
through emendations and several editicms ; Baptism — its antece- 
dents and consequents ; a large volume of Literary Addresses ; 
his five great Debates, including the two already named, and 
those severally on Infidelity, Bomanism, and the most common 
errors of Protestantism with Dr. Eice. Two, if not three of 
4ihese last named debates have become text books. There was 
something sublime in Mr. Campbell's acceptance of Bobert 
Owen's challenge addressed to the clergy of the world and posted 
on the walls of all our cities for weeks. He seemed like David 
trusting in the living Qod while arranging to meet Goliath. '1 
have felt indignant," said he, "at the aspect of things in refer- 
ence to this libertine and lawless scheme, and relying on the Au- 
thor, the reasonableness and the excellency of the Christian 
religion, I will meet him in debate." Mr. Owen expected that 
debate to give great notoriety to communism, and to attract tens 
of thousands to his common stock Paradise. But the whole en- 
terprise found the low water mark almost as suddenly as the wa* 
ters of the Wabash. I was amused by a talented lawyer, one of 
Mr, Owen's very particular friends, who had a few days before 
predicted to me the speedy overthrow of the Bible. We sat to- 
gether two days within iie aUcer of the old Methodist church 
where the debate was held. On the tibird day I noticed his stan- 
ding among the graves outside, and listening at the back window; 
and then he disappeared. In reply to my inquiry as to the cause 

of fihe retreat, he said, <<0, Owen is a simpleton !" The Presi- 

2 
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dent of Moderators of this debute was idj reiaiiTe, Jacob Bnmet^ 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Ohio» who, though his sympi^ 
thies divorced him from Mr. CampbeU religiously, made this em* 
phatic remark : ''I have been listening to a man who seems as 
one who had lived in all ages.^ Let the other debates speak for 
themselves. 

I wHl mention here an inoideiit to illustrate the workingB of 
Providence in human aflGairs. Our departed brother, as lately as 
1836, urged me to advise him as to the suspension of the Millen- 
nial Harbinger, that he might devote his attention to the prepa* 
ration of permanent volumes on important topics, so little did he 
know, at that time, when we had but one or two otner^papers, of 
the growing demand for a periodical literature, and the necessity 
of a central organ. 

Now> Mr. Campbell's tours through the country, and his visit 
to England in l&il, assumed the proportions of a royal progress^ 
Men and women of all creeds and no creed, pressed from all 
quarters to the route of his travel, to see and hear Mm. As I 
had for many years ample opportimity of knowing, the house 
where he domiciled, became, for the time, an improvised NormaJ 
School for religious teachers, literary gentlemen, and active 
Christians, Brother C. being the parlor lecturer and public 
jjreacher. 

Early in 1830, our departed friend, without seeking the posi- 
tion, was in the Virginia Convention for amending the State Con- 
^tution. Though not a politician, his known liberal and well 
digested sentiments, commended him to the suffrages of the wes- 
tern citizens of that great State, at the moment when they de^ 
manded liberation from the burdens not shared by the tide 
water districts. Though he did not shine as a leader in this most 
august Virginia assembly of this century, he was intimate with 
the venerable and celebrated Ez-Fresident Madison and Chief 
Justice Marshall, and a co-member of the judiciaiy committee 
with the latter. These gentlejn^i, with Philip Doddridge and tlie 
members of the Convention generally, hold him in high esteem. 
But never did our venerable brother shine more brilliantly as a 
preacher than during that spring, the First Baptist Church being 
constantly crowded in every part with^ anxious listeners, Mr. 
Madison often among them. The results of that season of preach- 
ing cannot be measured in time. 

. When in 1838 or 9, he consulted me upon the f oundiiig^ of this 
Institution, which he efifeeHed in 1840, I conceded the importance 
of the work, bnt warned him of its burdens, weighty and weary, 
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*o "be superadded to cares already too wearing, for one whose 
head was then whitening with the unmelting snows of over fifty 
Trinters. Bnt it was to be the closing and crowning work of his 
eventful life, and the cultirated minds and chastened affections 
that have gone and shall go forth from these halls, consecrated to 
the arts and to God, shall be his memorial. 

"Why was Alexander Campbell so much sought after and \o 
much beloved? If Apelles alone could paint Alexander of Mac- 
edon, who can paint Alexander Campbell? It is no easy task! 
His presence was very imposing, a noble and great man. Your 
eye was upon his feye, and apart from his face many forgot what 
manner of man he was. An admiring Kentucky lady hearer be- 
ing asked, in 1825, when he wore a suit of Kentucky jeans, the 
fashion of that time and region, how he was dressed, replied, **in 
a splendid suit of black, of course, but I did not notice.'* 

Few men changed as much as he. The first time I saw him, 
thirty-nine or forty years since, he was spare and thin, he stoop- 
ed some, and was slightly gray. When he grappled Bobert Ow- 
en, three years after, he was more vigorous and heartier than at 
any other period of his life known to me. If he changed much 
in his general physique, his face presented a perpetual play of 
varied expression. I took him once to a fine daguerrean, who 
afteir eight sittings gave up in despair. No two of the jrictures 
were alik^. Ifor have I ever seen a passable portrait of him, if 
I except one or two of the most recent, such as Middleton's, but 
they are the grand old man, not the Alexander Campbell who 
stirred the world to a lofty conception of the *** lively oracles " 
from 1820 till 1847. We have no correct pen or pencil picture of 
him as then he stood, the great man of Iforael. No one not inti- 
mate with him during that period, can be said to have known 
him. In stature over five feet eleven inches, nervous rather than 
muscular, when in health a good eater and a sound sleeper for 
seven hours, mingling the blood of the Argyles of Scotia and 
the Huguenotc oi France, though Irish by birth, he had a good 
rather than a robust constitution, showing pallor of thought 
rather ibxa roundaeM of muscle, faoile, capable of large endn- 
tailed and tenftetous of life. His head was fine; the brain com- 
pact and active, rather than massive; the dark-blue eyes, of fair 
m^e, though not prominent, expressed great penetration; hia 
Boman nose was slightly awry, though as a lady once naively 
observed, " it tamed to the right," and his whole face, though 
qf great power, was genial. Few failed to defer to his presence 
Hiid opiaioaa, though all trereasBfired.aad comfortable when o&c^ 
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introduced. The twinkle und^r Msi beayy eye-brow and thd 
gleam of sunlight over his caant^iaDee, with a^'^u (Teaprii, or a 
jeu de mots were an irresistible conti^on of pleasure^ but his 
presence was always imposing. Such are the recollections and 
conceptions of one who pillowed his^ head with him more fre^ 
quently than witti any other man. 

If such were the natiye dignity and grace of his person, his 
mfuiners were in good kee^ang with such an exterior. As I have 
already intimated, both the CampbeUs were native g^atlemen> 
AS far removed from the boorish as elegance, and from the 
brusque as refinement. They were among the few who would 
have been refined had they entered society late in life; and the 
younger^ reared with the elder, had he been inapt, would have 
absorbed ease and gentleness. I have the written testimony 
of at least three, that '' through all his weakness and sufferings 
politeness and gratitude were the most conspicuous expressions 
of his heart." Such a man must have a strong will, but general* 
ly it was concealed in his argument — ^it seemed to be reason only 
determining the measure. 

]Sfr. Campbell's religion, manifest in morning and evening ser^ 
vices in the family, instructive, lengthy and devout, as^ well as 
his constant conversations, preachings and writings, was not 
what the non-intelligent would caU emotional; but there was a 
rich vein of feeling running through it all, like gold-bearing 
quartz through a mountain. With him, religion was not gold* 
thread to be woven into Sunday and protracted meeting attire, 
but the filling in the woof of life. His religion contained as 
much emotion aiS his nature did. Veneration for God seemed to 
absorb other sentiments, and regard for his word .as the expo- 
nent of hia will, was the ruling principle of Ids life. He was as 
familiar with God in his word, as Moses was with God on the 
Mount. It wa^ no superexcited enthusiasm, no overstraining of 
the imagination, It was the firm grasp of the Divine Person-* 
aliigr, the full assurance of faith, and it needed no new verbal 
coinage to give it voice, as is so frequently the case in modern 
literature* Tlie wordjs. and ordinances of the two ^covenants wer^ 
enough for his purposes., ^is emotion came, with a thought, > and 
lived in it. 

What was the character of his inteUect? I do not know ta 
whom to compare him. If I could,. I would be, for the nonce, ft 
IPlutarch and raise aJlolt. my social balance and weigh him 
with other men. . Biit.^t waiQust weigh Alexander . OampboU 
pth l^mself;-rQampbeU: ^ili Cai^pbelL .Qampbett q£ the GluiisA* 
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ian Baptist and early Harbingjer^ and Campbell of tke late HaK- * 
binger are in equipoise but for « moment Tke former prepon- 
derates. Of his debates, those held in Cincinnati, preponderate. 
His Lexington debate would hare been his best, for he was quite 
perfeoi in preparation, had he not permitted the side issue of his 
uniform eonsistenoj as a writer, to oome into the arena. The 
Campbell of the last fifteen years never compared with the Camp- 
bell of the preceding thirty-five. But with the partial and al- 
most imperceptible decay of the intellectual power discerned by 
but few, there was an increased evolution of the sentimental and 
spiritual— a gracious compensation. ** 

Three events, more than any others, contributed to the break 
down of Mr. CampbeU*s overtaxed powers. The labors pf the 
College superadded to ** the care of the churches " and incessant 
literary labor — the sudden death of his darling boy Wycliffe — 
;and the translation for the American Bible Union, of ''Acts of 
Apostles." Before the last he staggered, the^ he fell, no more to 
rise to the hight of his former power. 

Now with whom can we compare the Alexander Campbell du- 
ring the thirty-five or forty years of his prime? In dignity and 
solid judgment he was both Moses and Solomon. Por forty years 
he was Moses keeping fiocks among these ^mountains,* and com- 
muning with God. Overlapping this period, he was Solomon 
for forty years discoursing the wisdom of God. Incompatible as 
Moses and Solomon may seem to be with John the immerser, he 
was the John, the reformer and harbinger of the new Covenant, 
to thousands. 

No uninspired man has said so much and said it so well,' about 
. the kingdom of God. None have with greater clearness and ef- 
fect, said to two generations, ** behold the Lamb of God;" and 
no other man, in modem times, has, like John, drawn such 
myriads to the Jordan. But, in intellect and earnest nature, he 
resembled Paul, the New Testament Cicero, more than he did 
any oiher Bible character. Of course, in all these comparisous, 
inspiration is left out of the aocouni Like Dryden's preacher, 

« With eloqaence hmate h«8 tongue was armM ; 
Though harsh the precept, yet the preacher charoi'd; 
For letting down tlie golden chain from, high, 
He drew his audience upward to the sky. . j 

He bore his great commission in his look, 
And sweetly tempered awe, and soften'd all he spoke." 



* Mr. C. was a laan» wool-grower. 

2» 
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There are many points, of resemblance between President 
Campbell and Lnther. Vigorous intellect, imperturbable confi 
dence in God, ^n aggressive nature, a life of prayerful toil, and a 
tendency to conservatism in later life, were common to thern.^— 
With Calvin he had nothing in common but a towering intellect.. 
He more resembled Zwingle. 

Of the quality of his mind, opinions will dijffer, as the preju- 
^oes, culture and temperaments of the observers diflfer. Gener- 
alization — ^rapid generalization, involving an exhaustive analysis, 
preeminently characterized it. The abstraction, the penetrative 
and associative jjnagination and comparison, were so moulded 
and compounded in him as to make him, in his sphere, what 
Newton "who carried the line and rule to the utmost barriers of 
creation,** was in the pure and mixed mathematics— the man who 
comprehended truth at a glance; for Sir Wm. Hamilton says 
that the imagination ** is as indispensable a condition of success 
in the abstract sciences as in the poetical and plastic arts." Both 
Newton and Campbell, well furnished with these faculties, seem- 
ed to have truth inbred in their minds. The clew, without 
which it were dangerous to enter into their several labyrinthine 
departments ol thought, was in their hands. They had what 
Ancillon oallft "the invagination of reason, which represents a 
principle in connection with its ^consequences, the effect in de- 
pendence upon, its cause." 

I have seen near twenty pieces of unpublished poetry from his 
pen when he was about twenty years of age. He rhymed easily 
and wrote some blank verse, seeming equally at home in the de- 
votional, the descriptive, the sentimental and the satirical. 

Mr Campbell's position kept his rare endowments in vigorous 
exercise. By tongue and pen he t<3legraphed his thoughts to the 
world, whUe along the same withes came suggestive queries and 
rebutting arguments, back to his mind from all the marts of 
thought. It is a dull mind that can slumber in a mbatropolitan 
telegraph office in a room full of ticking word-machin^e&. 

Mr. Campbell's great joy was in the discovery of truUi, He 
could not build upon another man's foundatioit.* But he must 
have the truth. A myatio onoe asked him, ** Would you have me 
to truat m the bare, bare naked truth?" ** Yes, " he curtly replied, 
''as naked as two bares can make it.'* The elements of his in- 
tellectual greatness were, then, calm comprehensiveness, width of 
grasp, and wonderful energy and rapidity. There was no stip- 

»*v ' 

/ * Bom. XV. M. 
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psessioa o! some faculties a&d exagg^fatioa of others. There 
vas qoi exaltation of the ^hole spiritual natttre and such activi^ 
of special capacities as his work demanded. He had quite a 
sjmi^iLetrical mind, easy of adaptation to aln^st any elerated pur- 
suit. Withal he was eminently practicaL For fifty-five years 
he was a proprietor of a large estate, which he alwaya managed 
himself. At one time he was farmer, shepherd, printer, editor, 
preacher and President of a College, with considerable prac- 
tical knowledge of medicine and government. 

Mr. Campbell was a remarkable preacher. Not an orator, such 
as Whitefield, Summerfield, or the Irish Kirwan. He had not 
the voice, gesture or pathos of either of them. He could not, 
like them, raise a storm, and quell it at will ; and yet he would 
draw as large a congregation, hold them longer, and leave them 
furnished with much more comprehensive views of truth and du- 
ty. He spoke more sensibly, more rhetorically and more scrip- 
turally than either of them, and his work on earth wiU abide lon- 
ger. We can imagine few more pleasurable sights than this 
grand preacher, delivering an extempore discourse, while sup- 
porting himself, enfeebled by dyspepsia, on his cane, in the midst 
of the largest and most intellectual audiences our country could 
afford. Thus he stood, like Paul on Mars* Hill, among the ora- 
tors and statesmen of Kentucky, at an early day, in the largest 
hall of Lexington ; thus He entranced the elite of Bichmond in 
1839, and of Nashville shortly after ; thus, shortly before that, 
he held spell-bound for two hours, the Legislature of Ohio, be- 
fore breakfast, ready to depart ; it was thus, in 18331, he address- 
ed, with great power, the skeptics of New York, two successive 
evenings, in their own Tammany Hall, with such suavity as to 
draw praise from every lip, and secure a vote of thanks from the 
men whose air-built castle he demolished. These speeches flowed 
from his lips like the water from the rock smitten by the proph- 
et, and the people felt like famished Israel as they drank the 
cooling draught, that a hand of power had relieved their thirst. 
All were charmed with the man, and impressed with the majesty 
of the Scripture. 

Mr. Campbell's preachings did not cease when he left the pul- 
pit ; the stream flowed on until every little goblet and great vase 
around the hearth was filled, and nature demanded rest. 

As a talker, he was immensely popular. ** His colloquial pow- 
ers were of an unusyplly high order. In every circle, he seemed 
to be the center of attraction and radiance,* his social disoours- 
ings reminding one of the nine mile sweeps of the MiMuaiappi. 
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If I compare bim with Webster, Cbabners, CalbOim, or the elder 
Beecher, as a conversationalist, be is their superior. I ttiust look 
further for bis peers, and find them in Luther, Johnson, Macau- 
laj and Coleridge. In private, as in pubHc debate, he was^more 
the sage than the controversialist. The universe was his library ; 
his conversation a living study." * 

But these social discoursings were not on Metaphysics. Hav- 
ing iu early life read the sensuous philosophy of Locke, and hav- 
ing possibly been injured by it, he seemed disinclined to pursue 
the subject, which I presume did. not come within his short cur- 
riculiun in Glasgow. He never became a metaphysician, simply 
because his tastes took another direction. Early in life, the short 
logic of Locke certainly did pervade his mind. Had Browne or 
Cousin or Sir Wm. Hamilton then been his teachers, quite a dif- 
ferent turn might have been given to his life by the alluring in- 
fluence of their fertile pens. A taste for such inquiries, with 
such leaders, might have diverted his attention from that life-de- 
votion to biblical study, which has placed him in such a com- 
manding position before the world. Instead of studying criti- 
cally the mental structure, he consecrated the powers of that 
structure to the study of God in his word, founding there his^ 
moral system. 

He was in warm sympathy with Protestantism, as his debate 
with a Roman Catholic Bishop attests, yet he mourned over it» 
divisions all his life, and ceased his healing labors just as Europe 
and America seemed to awake to the importance of evangelical 
union. His death occurred, also, on a year and a day pregnant,, 
to him, with culminating prophecy. The first vernal Lord's day, 
— the astronomical opening of 1866, the year of the greatest con- 
jimction of plaiuets since the creation, the year to which the ex- 
pectant eye and ear of Christendom have long been turned as the 
pi'obable dawning of a brighter day for the churdi : this was the 
time, the temple of Janus being shut, selected hy the Lord for 
his servant to come up higher. He had not been a laggard, but 
had hastened to the coming of Jesus Christ, whose he was, and 
whom he served. Since Paul called the name of his Master over 
ten times in thfe first ten verses of 1 Cor., I doubt whether any 
one oh earth has given, with the tongue and pen, especially the 
former, a richer offering of intelligent homage to the Savior, 
than was ihe burdfen of Alexander Campbell's spirit. Clirist was 
his "Joy andliis song.'* Though he repudiated the terminology 
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of tiie sdiolflsiic theology, no Trinitarian more firmly believed, 
and I never Imew o^e as ably sustain, the separate personal rela- 
tions of Father, Son and Holy Spirit— the society of what has 
been called the Godhead-^the divine nature. 

The closing scenes of his life — ^the incidents of his happy and 
triumphant death— have been so fully and so recently published, 
i^t I forbear to c^en the wounds afresh. 

. Students of Bethany College ! you miss to-day, the man of 
God, your venerable I^resident. JSio more shaU he kindly hand 
out, and the student proudly receive, the^ testimonial of scholar- 
ship and good behavior. Ko longer shall these halls, where he 
was the cynosure of all eyes, echo his magic words of wisdom 
and eloquence. The beU cannot bring his patriarchal form ; the 
angelic trump alone can arouse it. He joins no commencement 
procession, till he meets the convoy of angels that comes to give 
the victor an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

" Thus star by star declines, 
Till all are passed away ; 
As morning high and higher shines. 

To pure and perfect day ; 
Nor sink those stars in empty night. 
But hide themselves in heaven's own light." * 

Your late President was a reader and a student in his boyhood, 
his manhood, and his old age. When Lyman Beecher, D. D., 
in X837, asked him how he possessed himself of such stores of 
methodized knowledge, he replied, "By studying sixteen hours 
per day.'' These habits he maintained, when possible, till late 
in life. But the secret of his triumphant success, was his f amilr 
iarity with the Bible. Students, the future is bom of the past. 
Follow the light of this brilliant example till you accomplish a 
similar glorious destiny ! * > 

Alumni of Bethany College ! I addresTs you, for if the College 
is your Alma Maier, the late President has been to you a father^ 
a father of warm affection and wise counsels. You . have known 
him, some of you, in the day of his prime. You felt his value 
and the value of his religion. I would scorn to ask you, and you 
would spiun the request, to be a blind follower of a man, living 
or dead, but I do ask you, in following Mr. Campbell where science 
lind religion led, to emulate his virtues, carry out and perfect his 
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plans, and vitalize into a methodized and general success, Ms fa- 
vorite measure of making the Bible a college classic. Upon you, 
gentlemen, Mr. Campbell has devolved a solemn responsibility. 

To the Trustees and Faculty, I have only to say, in the dying 
words of Wm. H. Harrison, "You know my wiU. Administer 
the government upon pure constitutional principles," The 
founder of Bethany College has committed its destiny to you. I 
doubt not you will preserve the trust inviolate, discharge the du- 
ty faithfully, and make the crowning labor of his life his fitting 
memorial, and a perpetual monument. 

Members of the house Bethany, and bereaved Belatives ! 

Messiah was anointed " to comfort all that mourn, to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give ilnto them beauty for ash- 
es, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness ; that they may be called trees of righteous- 
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified." The 
Lord of hosts hath " taken away from you the stay and the staff," 
mourning relict, after thirty-eight years of intimacy. **The Lord 
is now thy husband." He who was thy husband has gone to join 
eleven, having left but five, to mourn. The twelve are "with 
Christ which is far better." If ever a family had high reason of 
serene resignation, you now have. The tender husband and af- 
fectionate father " came to his grave in a full age like as a shook 
of corn ascendeth " the altar among the first fruits, "in his sea- 
son. " Following his example is the sinoerest sorrow for the dead, 
and the purest hope for the future. Divide among yourselves, 
children, the falling mantle, and see that each wear his part well. 
The old hero's maxim was, Frangas, non flectes. So Say you, to 
the powers of evil, "You may break, you shall not bend me." — 
The stem integrity of Alexander Campbell was the chief glory 
of his life. Thirty-three years since, before many of you were 
bom, I traversed these hills with him, preaching on both sides of 
the river, while the cholera was decimating Wheeling and s(Hnd 
Ohio villages. Kever shall I forget the self-possession exhibited 
by him in those weeks of peril. He was as firm before the pes* 
tdence as he was before his foes. The night of November 12th, 
of the same year, he shared my pillow in Bichmond, Ya, Befoise 
midnight, the captain of the city watch called me up to see " the 
heavens falling. " Upon arising, we found the negrpes and many 
vhites had already shared the excitement of this official Youy 
lather, then, and a departed sister, witnessed the grandest sight 
recorded since the deltige — the great storm of meteors— the saow 
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stonn of fire. He alone stood ta»nqtiily and dealt out in enconr- 
aging strains his philosophy of the phenomenon. Long after the 
day broke, these flakes of fire seemed to touch the earth. 

These hilLs, every rood of which he loved, will answer to hia 
tread no more. He has gone to the upper level of Christianity, 
"the heavenly Jerusalem, and the innumerable company of an- 
gels, to the general assembly and church of the first-bom." 

" Can storied urn, or animated bust. 
Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honor's voice provoke the silent dust ? 

It remains for you, then, but to aim for the same blest abode by 
a life of devotion to the cause of God ! Heaven grant you all 
the needful help ! 

Men, brethren, and fathers ! Shall the voice of the dead speak 
here and now a lesson ? Methinks I hear it: — ^Be united ; ** be of 
one mind : live in peace, and the God of peace shall be with 
you.'* Too often have modem times realized the painful illus- 
tration of one poet, as given by another : 

<< Should such a man be fond to rule alone, 
Bear, like the Turk, no brother near the throne, 
View him with ssornful yet with jealous eyes, 
And hate for arts that caused himself to rise ; 
Damn with faint praise, assent with civil leer. 
And without sneering, teach the rest to sneer ; 
Willing to wound, and yet afraid to strike, 
Just hint a fault, and hesitate dislike. 

****** 

Who but must laugh, if such a man there be? 
Who would not if eep, if Atticus were he ! " 

I would found here, upon this spot, an argument for ministerial 
ethics and the warmest and strongest fraternity. Were "the 
great gulf " bridged, and the spirit of our departed brother once 
more on this platform, would he not, by the solemnities of the 
grave, condemn all asperities and discourtesies among the friends 
of Jesufl ? Would he not, by the joys of the higher life upon 
which he has entered, beseech us here to fall not out by the 
way, but pray us to "fulfill his joy," that we "be likeminded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind," having 
the mind ^"^ti WiiJil fihrjfirii f f T'"' I 
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